
Beaconsfield Primary School Curriculum Overview 

Subject: Design and Technology Year Group: Year 1 
 

Autumn  Spring  Summer 

Unit:  Houses with Moving Parts 

 

Unit: Moving Vehicles Unit: Moving Pictures 

Key Skills: 

 Creating a model house based on a set 

design criteria. 

 Exploring types of houses, discussing 

likes and dislikes.  

 Using observational skills to look at 

types of houses, noting their main 

features.  

 Giving feedback and suggesting 

improvements. 

 Using a variety of materials 

creatively for the design and create 

process. 

 Strengthening structures using other 

materials and tools.  

 Creating hinges for an opening to 

their house.  

 Evaluating their work against the set 

design criteria.  

Key Skills: 

 Designing a moving and appealing 

vehicle for another user based on a 

set design criteria.  

 Exploring and evaluating a range of 

existing vehicles.  

 Communicating their ideas, creating 

sketches and models of their vehicle.  

 Selecting a range of materials and 

components for their vehicle. 

 Making levers, wheels and winding 

mechanisms for their vehicle to add 

movement. 

 Strengthening structures using other 

materials and tools.  

 Evaluating their work against the set 

design criteria. 

Key Skills: 

 Designing an appealing ‘pop-up’ picture 

book for another user based on a set 

design criteria.  

 Exploring and evaluating a range of 

existing ‘pop-up’ picture books.  

 To share ideas through 

communication, sketching and 

creating templates. 

 Selecting an appropriate age range 

for the ‘pop-up’ picture book.  

 Using a range of materials, colours 

and textures to create a ‘pop-up’ 

picture book.  

 Evaluating their work against the set 

design criteria.  

 Making changes to the design to 

improve the product further.  

 


