
Beaconsfield Primary School Curriculum Overview 

Subject: Geography Year Group: 4 
 

Autumn  Spring  Summer 

Unit: ‘A river doesn’t just carry water, it 

carries life’ - RIVERS 
 

Enquiry question: What has water to do with the 

mountains? 

Unit: GLOBAL WARMING AND CLIMATE 

CHANGE 
 

Enquiry question: 'Global warming myth or a 

fact' 

Unit: PERFECT PLANET 
 

Enquiry question: How complex is life on 

Earth? 

Key Skills: 
• To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate rivers around the world and 

describe features studied. 

• To use atlas symbols correctly in order to locate 

rivers in Europe and other continents. 

• To clarify how river locations around the world 

are changing the area around it and explain some 

of the reasons for change.  

• To describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography. 

• To use the eight points of a compass, symbols 

and keys to communicate knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider world. 

• To understand how to use widening ranges of 

geographical terms e.g. specific topic vocabulary 

– bank, delta, erosion, estuary, reservoir, canal, 

riverbank, source etc. 

Key Skills: 
• To use maps and atlases and digital mapping 

to locate main countries affected by global 

warming. 

• To describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography e.g. draught or raising sea 

levels. 

• To clarify how location affected by global 

warming around the world are changing and 

explain some of the reasons for change.  

• To describe and understand key aspects of 

human geography which affect global 

warming and climate change.  

• To understand how to use widening ranges of 

geographical terms e.g. specific topic 

vocabulary – hurricane, melting ice caps, 

greenhouse gases, flooding etc. 

Key Skills: 
• To explain the position and significance 

of the Equator, the Northern and 

Southern Hemisphere. 
• To use longitude and latitude to find 

places on maps, atlases and globes. 

• To understand the main features of 

physical geography including Polar Regions 

and compare them to UK. 
• To identify the position and significance 

of time zones by comparing times in 

different countries. 

• To explain the position and significance 

of the Prime Meridian. 

 


