
Beaconsfield Primary School Curriculum Overview 

Subject: RE Year Group: Year 2 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

Unit: What is Buddhism? Unit: What is the place of a church in 

Christianity? 
Unit: What is Humanism and what do Humanists 

believe? 

Key Skills: 

 Speak about who the Buddha was, what 

he taught and how he achieved 

enlightenment.  

 Describe the main events in the life of 

the Buddha.  

 Discuss the Four Noble Truths as they 

related to human suffering.  

 Identify and talk about the elements of 

the Eightfold Path.  

 Identify the Three Jewels (or Three 

Refuges): the Buddha, the dharma and 

the Sangha.  

 Explain why Buddhism is growing within 

the world today. 

Key Skills: 

 Identify the importance of the church 

for Christians.  

 Describe the biblical origins of the 

church.  

 Identify the most significant features, 

objects and symbols of church buildings.  

 Speak about how the church is used for 

worship in different Christian 

denominations.  

 Identify the principal types of service 

and ceremony that take place in 

churches.  

 Appreciate the special significance of 

Sundays for Christian worship. 

Key Skills: 

 Recognise what is meant by Humanism 

and what Humanists believe. 

 Identify the key ethical principles that 

govern life for Humanists: responsibility, 

truth, honesty, integrity, cooperation, 

thoughtfulness and compassion. 

 Speak about the elements of a 

Humanistic conception of a good society: 

fairness, equality, freedom, law and 

justice. 

 Identify the ceremonies and 

celebrations available to Humanists. 

 Highlight the place of reason and 

evidence in addressing the question of 

God. 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Unit: How do we mark stages in the human 

journey? 
Unit: What does it mean to be a Hindu? 

 

Unit: What does it mean to be a Sikh? 

Key Skills: 

 Describe the principal stages and events 

in the human journey. 

 Speak about the way in which different 

Key Skills: 

 Use religious vocabulary to describe 

what Hindus believe about God.  

 Describe the origins, development and 

Key Skills: 

 Explain what beliefs Sikhs have about 

God.  

 Describe the role of Guru Nanak in 



religious traditions mark the significant 

thresholds in human life. 

 Use religious vocabulary to describe the 

principal rituals and ceremonies involved 

in the human journey. 

 Identify the importance of non-religious 

ways of marking stages in the human 

journey within Humanism. 

 Discuss the religious importance of the 

prayers and ceremonies for the 

admission of new members of a faith 

tradition. 

diversity of Hinduism.  

 Demonstrate an understanding of Hindu 

worship in the mandir and in the home.  

 Recall some of the principal Hindu 

festivals and their associated stories.  

 Identify and speak about the main Hindu 

deities, symbols and artefacts. 

founding the Sikh religion. 

 Explain how Sikhs practice their faith 

through prayer, worship and service.  

 Articulate an understanding of what the 

Guru Granth Sahib is and why it is so 

important for Sikhs.  

 Speak about the symbolic importance of 

the five Ks and the turban.  

 Explain the role of the Khalsa (Sikh 

brotherhood). 

 


