
Beaconsfield Primary School Curriculum Overview 

Subject: RE Year Group: Year 3 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

Unit: What is the significance of Easter with 

Christianity? 

Unit: How do sacred scriptures inform religious 

beliefs?  
Unit: Why is pilgrimage important in some 

religious traditions? 

Key Skills: 

 Describe the key events within the 

Christian season of Lent, the events of 

Holy Week and the celebration of Easter 

Day.  

 Explain how these are linked to the 

biblical stories about Jesus’ passion, 

death and resurrection.  

 Connect the Easter story with Christian 

practices. 

 Identify the meaning of the key symbols 

found it artistic representations of the 

crucifixion and the resurrection.  

 Express the significance of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection for Christians. 

Key Skills: 

 Identify the sacred scriptures that are 

associated within each of the world’s 

principal religious traditions.  

 Speak about how and when these texts 

came into existence and the processes 

of authorship.  

 Identity the central purpose and key 

themes in each sacred scripture.  

 Discuss the relationship between sacred 

scripture and divine revelation.  

 Describe the way in which sacred 

scriptures are used, both in personal 

prayer and devotion, and in acts of public 

prayer and worship in religious buildings. 

Key Skills: 

 Explain what is meant by pilgrimage in 

the context of religious life. 

 Describe what is involved for pilgrims in 

taking part in a pilgrimage. 

 Speak about why some religious 

adherents choose to participate in 

pilgrimages and what impact they have on 

them. 

 Identify and recall the principal places 

of pilgrimage within each of the world’s 

major and minor religious traditions. 

 Describe the acts that pilgrims 

undertake on the Hajj and explain the 

spiritual significance of each of these. 

 Explain how important pilgrimage was in 

the Middle Ages, particularly in 

connection with visits to shrines of the 

saints. 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Unit: What does Sikhism teach us about 

selfless service? 
Unit: What can we learn from different 

symbols? 
Unit: Why are festivals, celebrations and High 

Holy Days so important within Judaism? 

Key Skills: Key Skills: Key Skills: 



 Explain what is meant by sewa and 

explain why it is so central within 

Sikhism.  

 Connect the principle of sewa with the 

teachings of the Gurus and the texts in 

the Guru Granth Sahib.  

 Identify the three different dimensions 

of sewa: Tan (physical acts), Man (mental 

attitudes), and Dhan (the sharing of 

material wealth with others).  

 Discuss how the activity of langar 

demonstrates the act of selfless service.  

 Identify other ways in which Sikhs 

practice sewa, either individually or 

collectively.  

 Explain what is meant by a religious 

symbol.  

 Explore why they play an important role 

within religious traditions for people of 

faith.  

 Describe the role of artefacts within 

religious ceremonies and acts of worship.  

 Identity and name the principal physical 

and non-physical symbols that are 

associated with each major religious 

tradition.  

 Talk about the basis of religious symbols 

and artefacts in the scriptural sources 

and lives of foundational religious 

figures.  

 Explain the symbolic importance of 

religious buildings as well the objects 

and artefacts contained within them. 

 Explain what are meant by High Holy 

Days and festivals within Judaism.  

 Identify the importance of the period of 

High Holy Days each autumn extends 

over the Ten Days of Repentance, from 

Rosh Hashanah (‘head of the year’) to 

Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement).  

 Recognise the importance of celebration 

within Judaism and be able to identify 

when this takes place (e.g. Shabbat, 

festivals, weddings and Bar/Bat 

Mitzvahs).  

 Explain the basis in the Bible and in 

Jewish tradition of the principal 

festivals and High Holy Days.  

 Acknowledge the importance of 

repentance on Rosh Hashana and Yom 

Kippur.  

 Describe how festivals and holy days are 

marked both in the home and in the 

synagogue. 

 


