
Beaconsfield Primary School Curriculum Overview 

Subject: RE Year Group: Year 4 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

Unit: What do Muslims believe? Unit: What do Jewish people believe about 

God? 
Unit: How can significant figures inspire us? 

Key Skills: 

 Describe what the five pillars of Islam 

are and make links between Muslim 

practice of the five pillars and Muslim 

beliefs about God  

 Describe and reflect on how the Qur’an 

is significant to Muslims  

 Describe and reflect on how other forms 

of guidance (e.g. Hadith are significant 

to Muslims) 

 Compare, noting similarities and 

differences, the guidance I use to the 

guidance used by a Muslim  

 Identify and explain connections 

between the main functions of the 

Mosque and Muslim beliefs  

Key Skills: 

 Identify and explain Jewish beliefs 

about God 

 Describe how belief in God is 

demonstrated in the home and in the 

synagogue. 

 Explain what the Shema means for Jews 

and give examples of how some Jewish 

people value the words in the Shema 

through their use of mezuzah and/or 

tefillin 

 Make connections between the beliefs of 

Jewish people about the sacredness of 

the Torah 

 Explore stories from the Bible that 

describes the nature of God and his 

engagement with the Israelites 

 Outline the role of a rabbi (teacher) in 

helping Jewish people better understand 

their faith and practice 

Key Skills: 

 Identify and speak about the special 

people (religious or otherwise) who have 

influenced their own lives 

 Recognise those qualities that 

distinguish special people, including 

foundational religious figures and 

religious leaders 

 Identify the attributes that distinguish 

these individuals 

 Explore the life, actions and teachings of 

religious leaders through stories, art and 

music from different cultures 

 Describe the way in which key figures, 

including Abraham, the Buddha, Jesus, 

the Prophet Muhammad and Guru Nanak, 

Charles Darwin, Albert Einstein, Gandhi 

have exerted an influence on many 

people 

 Identify what can be learned from 

religious leaders within society today 

 

 



Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Unit: What does it mean to follow the Buddha? Unit: What do sacred texts within Hinduism say 

about God? 

Unit: What contribution can religion and non-

religious beliefs make to our society? 

Key Skills: 

 Explain what the Sangha is and why it is 

important 

 Explain the mean of key terms within 

Buddhism (e.g. Dharma, anicca, anatta, 

karma, enlightenment) 

 Describe who the Buddha was and the 

main events in his life 

 Explain what Buddhism is and why it is 

regarded as a non-theistic religion 

 Identify the connections, as well as the 

differences, between Buddhism and 

other religious traditions (e.g. the 

similarities between the Buddha’s and 

Jesus’ lives) 

 Identify and discuss the meaning of the 

central Buddhist teachings: The Four 

Noble Truths, The Eightfold Path, The 

Five Precepts, The Three Poisons, and 

The Three Jewels or Three Refuges 

Key Skills: 

 Explain how Hindus conceive of God 

(Brahman) as the ultimate foundation of 

and ever-present reality within the 

universe 

 Describe how, for Hindus, Brahman is 

known through Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva 

(The Trimurti) 

 Retell some of the most important Hindu 

stories and comment on their symbolic 

importance 

 Identify those themes in Hindu 

scriptures that are shared with those in 

other religions (e.g. the victory of good 

over evil) 

 Articulate their personal reflections on 

Hindu conceptions of Brahman, the 

symbolic importance of avatars 

 Describe how Hindus perform acts of 

worship in the home and temple 

Key Skills: 

 Describe the religious profile of the 

United Kingdom and how this has 

changed over time 

 Identify the ways in which peace is 

promoted in different religious 

traditions 

 Describe some of the ways in which 

religious communities contribute to 

tackling social deprivation and promoting 

social wellbeing 

 Speak about how and why religious 

leaders and other famous people who 

have a faith commitment can inspire 

people 

 Examine the commandments and 

principles in each religious tradition that 

promote charitable activity (e.g. ‘Love 

thy neighbour’ in Christianity, zakat in 

Islam, tzedakah in Judaism, compassion 

in Hinduism and Buddhism, Sewa in 

Sikhism) 

 Reflect upon the Golden Rule (‘Treat 

others as you would like others to treat 

you’) and discuss how this continues to 

be relevant in society today 

 


