
Beaconsfield Primary School Curriculum Overview 

Subject: RE Year Group: Year 5 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

Unit: What does Buddhism teach us about 

human experience? 

Unit: What is significant to Christians about 

Jesus’ life and teaching? 

Unit: In what ways can the art and design express 

different beliefs? 

Key Skills: 

 Identify why images of the Buddha 

matter in meditation 

 Recognise some of the symbolism and 

stories of the Buddha that images 

(rupas) express 

 Describe the key points of the story and 

say how it shows what Buddhist believe; 

 Recognise and describe the similarities 

and differences between a Buddhist way 

of life and their own 

 Describe the importance of communities 

for all humanity 

 Discuss what the Buddha meant by 

enlightenment 

Key Skills: 

 Describe the ‘mission’ of Jesus and give 

examples of how this might mean 

Christians should live  

 Identify the principal events in Jesus’ 

adult life (e.g. baptism, temptation, 

calling of the disciples, the 

Transfiguration, interaction with 

religious leaders) 

 Recall and describe some of the parables 

that Jesus used in his teaching and 

explain their meaning 

 Explain how Jesus’ life and the stories 

and events that are associated are 

connected with the life of the church 

 Explain what is meant by Christ’s 

sinlessness and why this is significant 

for Christians 

  

Key Skills: 

 Identify the way in which a variety of 

forms of art and design has, and 

continues to, play a role in the world’s 

religious tradition 

 Describe and make connections between 

examples of religious creativity 

(buildings)  

 Identity how painting, sculpture, music, 

drama and poetry have featured within 

the Christian tradition and how they 

continue to be used in worship. 

 Recognise the artistic culture in Islam 

and Judaism 

 Describe the importance of symbols, 

icons, statues and gestures in religious 

worship 

 Appreciate the powerful impact that art 

has and continues to have on people both 

within and outside of religious 

communities 

 

 



Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Unit: What place do festivals, worship and 

celebrations have within Hinduism? 
Unit: How is human identity and belonging 

shaped by faith and non-religious belief? 
Unit: What does it mean to be a Muslim?  

Key Skills: 

 Explain what worship means within 

Hinduism and how, because God is 

omnipresent, all life can be regarded as 

an act of worship.  

 Identify the main god and goddesses 

that provide a focus of worship and 

celebration within Hinduism.  

 Recount the principal stories that are 

associated with gods, goddesses and 

festivals in Hinduism.  

 Identify the most important Hindu 

festivals within the year and speak about 

how these are marked.  

 Recognise the importance of the Hindu 

lunar calendar and cycle of festivals 

within Hinduism. 

 List those aspects of Hindu worship and 

the celebration of festivals that people 

of other faiths, or of no faith, can learn 

from. 

Key Skills: 

 Understand the meaning of the word 

faith and appreciate its significance in 

the context of religion.  

 Demonstrate an awareness of the 

important role that faith and belief play 

in the lives of many people.  

 Acknowledge that not everyone has a 

faith or a religious commitment.  

 Recognise that some people chose to 

describe themselves as spiritual but not 

religious.  

 Understand the way in which religion and 

belief can be significant within home and 

family life.  

 Recognise that religious traditions have 

different ways of celebrating the birth 

of a child.  

 Key Skills: 

 Explain the importance that Muslims 

attach to their sense of belonging to the 

worldwide Islamic community (the 

Ummah) 

 Explain why education, hard work, 

respect for other and generosity are 

important for Muslims 

  Recognise the importance of family life 

and of respect for elder people for 

Muslims  

 Identify the similarities and differences 

between Islamic faith and practice and 

the beliefs and behaviours associated 

with other faith traditions 

 Account for the importance and spiritual 

value of Ramadan for Muslims.  

 Identify the principal festivals within 

Islam and explain how these are 

celebrated 

 


