
Transition to Year 1

Parent Meeting



The big move from Early 

Years to Key Stage 1

There is a lot that is new in year 1; lessons are 

more structured, there are lots more transitions 

between different subjects, playtimes and 

assemblies, and less adult support when children 

do tasks. Getting used to this affects lots of 

children and is why we can see a dip in the spring 

term. For instance, a child who has grown in 

confidence during reception, may quickly lose that 

confidence as they cope with an unfamiliar 

classroom or a new teacher.



Year 1 Timings

 All pupils start Year 1 on Tuesday 2nd September 2025.

Timings: 

 Arrive at school from 8:30am.

 Pupils (no parents), enter from the main gate on 
Beaconsfield Road or Oswald Road and go to the playground. 

 All pupils must be in school and ready to start learning by 
8:50am when the bell sounds and the children line up ready 
to be collected by their teacher.

 Home-time – Collect at 3:20pm (from outside the Year 1 
classrooms)

Punctuality and attendance is of utmost importance.

No term-time holidays! Aim for 97% attendance.



The National Curriculum

Pupils will be taught the following subjects:

• Phonics (Lesley Clark’s Letters and Sounds)

• English (Reading and Writing)

• Maths (White Rose Maths)

• Science

• Computing (Purple Mash)

• PSHE (Ealing Scheme)

• History

• Geography

• RE (Ealing Scheme)

• PE (Taught by a specialist)

• Music (Taught by a specialist)

• Art & Design

• Design & Technology



A typical day…

 Register

 Guided Reading

 English 

 Playtime (big playground)

 Phonics

 Maths

 Lunchtime (canteen and big playground)

 Story-time

 Science/Foundation Subjects

 Home-time



Additional Weekly Activities

 Spelling Test

 Whole School Assembly

 Singing Assembly

 PE (Monday & Friday – Come to school in PE Kit



Daily teaching

 Each day there will be a mixture of: 

 Whole Class Work (Phonics, Maths input, Reading, 
Writing, Foundation Subjects etc.) 

 Group Work (working with other children and a teacher. 
E. g. Reading, handwriting, subject-tasks, talk) 

 At the start of Year 1, there are some opportunities for 
the children to engage in Independent Play to support 
the transition from play-based learning in Reception.



Classrooms



Phonics & Reading
 In Year 1, your child will continue to build their 

knowledge of sounds to help them read a wider range of 
words. E. g. Knowing that there are different ways to 
represent one sound.

 The will also learn to read and spell some ‘common-
exception words’ that don’t follow spelling rules that the 
children know.



Phonics Screening Check
 In June, the children take part in a Phonics Screening 

Check. It is essential that your child is in school for this 
test!

 The children must use their phonic-knowledge to read 40 
words (some real and some ‘alien’). All words are based 
on the sounds that your child has learnt in phonics.

 The data is submitted to the DfE and you will receive a 
report in the Summer informing you of your child’s score.



Supporting Phonics & Reading at 

Home
 Children will bring home two ‘decodable’ books that are 

matched to the sounds they know. The children read 
these to you and then you can ask them some questions 
about what they have read and comment in their reading 
diary.

 Children will also bring home one ‘Ready, Steady, Read!’ 
book that can be shared.

 Children will have a small list of spellings to learn each 
week (common-exception words) and then be tested on. 
Please support them to learn their spellings.



Supporting children who are not 

meeting expected standards for 

Phonics.
 Some children who have not completed the Reception 

phonics programme or have additional needs may need to 
attend ‘booster sessions’.

 These sessions occur at 8:30am, four mornings a week 
and you will be informed if your child is required to 
attend.

 They are designed to quickly plug gaps in learning so your 
child can make rapid progress and ‘catch-up’.



Maths



Family Links

 Please always approach your child’s class teacher with any 

queries or concerns.

 Parents Evenings twice a year to discuss learning and progress.

 An end of year Report will be sent home in July.

 Regular parent ‘Coffee Mornings’

 Phonics Videos for Parents/Carers

 Class assemblies/trips

 Updates on the school website.

https://www.beaconsfieldprimary.org.uk/

https://www.beaconsfieldprimary.org.uk/


 Incorporating a bedtime story into your routine and 
asking questions.

 Ensuring your child reads their ‘decodable’ reading book 
at least three times a week.

 Continuing to build your child’s independence. E. g. 
Packing their school bag.

 Talk positively about the move to year 1 and play down 
your own anxieties if you have them. For example, 
instead of saying things like, 'You'll have to work a lot 
harder in year 1', say, 'It will be exciting to learn about 
new things, won't it?'

Things you can do to prepare your 

child for life in Year 1.



Contact with Parents/Carers

 All communication will be through email/text so please ensure 

that the school have up-to-date contact details.

 The school website contains most of the information you will need 

and answers to common questions. 

https://www.beaconsfieldprimary.org.uk

https://www.beaconsfieldprimary.org.uk/Welcome-to-Reception/


To end…

 The transition from reception to year 1 is a challenge for everyone 

but with careful communication, consideration of where the 

children are coming from, and an understanding of year 1 it can 

be a positive transition and ensure children establish a foundation 

that enables them to flourish for the rest of their school lives.


