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Writing Open Morning (Year 1 Blue + Years 4, 5 and 6)

1. How do we teach writing at 
school?

2. How can parents/carers support 
children at home?

3. Watching a writing activity in 
your child's classroom.
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Learning to write is hard!
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Punctuation
• Grammar
• Knowledge of genre (Purpose/Audience/

Text Type)
• Vocabulary
• Sentence structure
• Coming up with ideas of what they want 

to write about!
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How do we teach writing at school?

• Daily English lessons based on a key text/genre which includes a short 
GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) 'starter' activity. 

• Weekly handwriting lessons with daily practice . 

• Weekly spelling focus (linked to phonics in Years 1 and 2).

• Opportunities to write across the curriculum e.g. writing instructions in 
DT, writing a report in science. 
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Curriculum area of the school website
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Purpose

Why am I writing?

What do I want to achieve?
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Audience

Who am I writing for?

How do I need to change 
my writing to match my 
audience?
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Text Type

What text type should I use?

Does it match the purpose and 
audience?
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The writing process
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Handwriting

We begin teaching 'joined handwriting' in Year 2.
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Common issues with handwriting to be aware of:

 
• Incorrect pencil grip.
• Letters formed incorrectly.
• Writing not sitting on line.
• Ascenders/capital letters too short or x-height 

letters too tall.
• Letters not joined correctly.
• Letter spacing inconsistent (or non-existent!)
• Pressure (too hard will tire them out!)
• Poor fine and gross motor skills/muscle tone
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What can parents/carers do to help?

1. Ensure you child reads regularly! 

2. Talk to your child and complete the weekly 'Talk Task' activity.

3. Any activities which help them to develop their fine motor skills e.g. doing 
up their own buttons, playdoh, drawing, painting, using scissors, sewing.

4. Ensure they complete the weekly spelling home learning. 

5. Encourage them to write for a real purpose with a real audience - we 
want children to be motivated to write and to see it as important. 

6. Help them to check their work makes sense and is punctuated correctly.  
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Keep screen time 
(laptops, tablets, mobile 
phones) to a minimum!

(Yes, we know that's hard!) 
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