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Writing Open Morning (Year | Blue + Years -, 5 and 6)

2.

3.

How do we teach writing at
school?

How can parents/ carers support
children at home?

\/\/atchtng a wr'Lthg actLthg ln
your- child's classroom.
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Leammg to write is hard|

Handwriting

Spelling

Punctuation

Grammar

Knowledge of genre (Purpose/Audience/
Text Type)

* Vocabulary

e Sentence structure

e Coming up with ideas o what they want
to write about!
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[ . non-fiction text types...
Author’s Purpose

Text Tgpa Generute ldeas + Plan

adverb apostrophe clause Punctuation

determiner fronted adverbial ? &
/@9

modal verb noun phrase prefix
pronoun root ?g:,_\ @ O @

word sentence subjunctive (PN 99

suffix superlative tense verb =

Select the
Correct Spelling

A. Aplle @
B. Aple ©

c. Apple ©

Edit and Improve
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How do we teach writing at school?

* Daily English lessons based on a key text/ genre which includes a short
GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spellmg) ‘starter activity.

o Weekly handwriting lessons with daily practice.
* Weekly spelling focus (linked to phonics in Years | and 2).

° Opportumtws to write across the curriculum e.qg. erthg instructions in
DT, writing a report in science.
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Curriculum area of the school website —

_—

Year 5 English Curriculum Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Text Stay Where You Are | Harry Potter and | The Adventures of Skellig Street Child Stormbreaker by
And Then Leave the Philosopher's Odysseus by David Almond by Berlie Anthony Horowitz
F by John Boyne Stone by JK. by Hugh Lupton and (4 weeks) Doherty (3 weeks)
I (4 weeks) Rowling Daniel Morden (3 weeks)
c 3 weeks 4 weeks
T Links 1o History (WWT) ¢ ) ¢ ) ;‘;“: [L‘T:::r:z]
I | Suggested | Write a recipe’ fora | Write own fantasy Write a new White the story in | Write a sequel | Write own graphic
O | narrative hero story chapter role as Mina fo the story novel
N writing (Odysseus taking (what happens
outcome Diary enfry in rofe the oar inland- after he meets
Chapter 14) Dr Barnada)
Genre Letters Reports Persuasive Writing | Di: ion texts Explanation Biographies
N (informal)/recounts (2 weeks) (2 weeks) (2 weeks) Texts (2 weeks)
Q (2 weeks) (2 weeks)
N Cross History - WWI Science - Space Citizenship Week PSHE - Living in Science Art - William Morris
Curricular the Wider World
Fl uink
I Text Walter Tull's Professor Astro | Adapted each year Who Are A Really Shert The Usborne
¢ (non- Serapbook by Cat's Frontiers of dependent on Refugees and History of Children's Book of
T fiction/ Michaela Morgan Space Citizenship Week Migrants? Nearly Art
I fiction By Dominic debate topic By Michael Rasen Everything By Rosie Dickins
o stimulus) War Boy Walliman and Annemarie By Bill Bryson
N By Michael Foreman Young
The Highwayman No poetry this term Dark Sky Park by Philip Gross
POETRY by Alfred Noyes (3 weeks) (2 weeks)
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Author’s Purpose

The author has written the text to:

Purpose

Why am | writing? Dercuade

Did the author change your point of view of something?

Wha,-t do | Wan‘t 'to aChLQV?,p Did the author make you think/believe something?

Inform

Did the author teach you something new?
Did the author give you facts?

Entertain

Did the author entertain you by making you laugh?
Did the author enjoy the story?




Audience

Who am | writing for?

How do | need to change
my writing to match my

audience?’
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Know Your Audience

Who are they?
+How old are they?
+What is their background?

+What is their education?

What do they recognise?

+ Wil they recognise
references to popular music,
films, theatre, politics?

«How will you make
your points easy for
them to relate to?

What sort of language do
they use?
+ Do they use slang?

+ Do they use sophisticated
language?

+ Do they prefer a formal
or informal style?

+ Do they understand technical
language or jargon?

What's the point?

*How can you ensure they
find your points credible?

«How can you ensure they
find your points interesting?

March 11, 2026
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Recount
Chronological retelling of
events

Seq;ien; e.d i-.nstru;t ions O" O" O"

Text Tuype
What text type should | use?

Does it match the purpose and Descrption o e ething %f:
audience? S G0

explanation

Persuasion =

Dpini.ﬂ-n or argument =
=

Discussion

Reasoned argument

**n
» 3
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Familiarisation with
the genre/text type *

B

AN
Capturing ideas
Oral rehearsal

m

demonstration

L

Teacher scribing
Supported writing
Guided writing

The writing process

Independent writing
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I~
Getting ready to write

{ Are you sitting s
: comfortobly with : 38
i both feeton the :

Han,dwr'tti,ng

ascender——

I x-height

—— descender

March 11, 2026

We begin teaching 'J’oi,ned handwri,tmg' in Year 2.

10
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Year 1

Handwriting
Pupils should be taught to:

* it correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

* begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and
finishing in the right place

+ form capital letters

« form digits 0-9

+ understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters
that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these.

March 11, 2026

Year 2

Handwriting
Pupils should be taught to:

« form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another

* start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join
letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another,
are best left unjoined

» write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and
relationship to one another and to lower-case letters

*  use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters

11
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Handwriting

Pupils should be taught to:

» use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters
and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left
unjoined

* increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for
example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and
equidistant, and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the
ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch)]

March 11, 2026
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Handwriting and presentation
Pupils should be taught to:

» write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:

 choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and
deciding whether or not to join specific letters

¢ choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task

March 11, 2026
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Common issues with handerthg to be aware of:

* |ncorrect pencLL 9er.
e Letters formed anormct[g.

* Whiting not sitting on line. scender——
e Ascenders/ cathal letters too short or x—hetght """""""""""" I.;—.height
letters too tall. ¢ descender

o | etters not J'o'med correctlg.

o [ etter spacing inconsistent (or non-existent!)
* Pressure (too hard will tire them outl)
e Poor fine and gross motor skills/muscle tone
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Weekly Pho nics/ Spelling Activities

* Children will be provided with a list of word to learn
every Monday.

* During the course of the week children should learn
these words by applying the ook, Say, Write, Cover:
Check’ approach in their spelling books.

* They will be tested on them in class on a Friday.

March 11, 2026
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Writing Checklist for Years 5 and 6

» I canuse dictionaries to check the spelling end meaning of words.

GPS Checklist for Year 5

# I canuse o thesourus to find synoayms to improve my writing.

T can explain and identify:

+ I can spell words including silent letters (o.g. knight) and a range of prefixes
and suffixes

Direct speech (2g "Excellent effort’” excloimed Jack )

» I canspell the words in the Year 576 spelling list and tell the difference
botwoen common homophores [e.g. thare thairthoy ne

= I canwrits neatly. legibly and with incroosing speed.

Changing mouns or adjectives into werbs using different
suffixes - ate, -ise, -ify (eqg forfune - forfunate, fest -
festify)

» I canuse joined handwriting consistently in my work, choosing whether or not
to join specific lstters.

Prefixes (dis-, de-, mis-, over-, re-)e.q. like - dislike, efficient
- deficient, understand - misunderstand

Compaositien

+ I zan identify my audience and write with them in mind (inzludirg informal ard
formal writing styles e.g. esk fardroquast).

Adverbs are words which modify the verbs (eg Gurfiousiy.
the bay approached the haunted house.).

+ I know the features of different genres of writing and can match my writing
to the purpose of the task

Adverbials are words or phrases that are used to modify a
verb or clouse (e.q. The bus feaves in five minutes )

+ I can plan my work, develeping my first ideas and rescarching where nocessary

» I understand how authors develop choracters and settings and use that
knowlodge to plan my own work,

» My story writing includes o misture of action, description and diclogue to
engage and entertain the readsr.

Meodal wverbs are used with another verb to indicate
probability or obligation (eg will wow'd can could may.
wightt, shall, should must).

* L uscvaried semtence structure inmy writing (2.9, fronted aolerbials,
suborgingte clauses and shert santences for effect)

» I canuse g range of organizational and presentational devices to structure the
text and guide the reader (e.g. subhcadings, bulle? points, vadariining)

# I cancheck my work carefully for spelling and punctuation errors and to
ensure T have used the correct tense ond subject/verb agreement.

Relative clauses are o type of subordinate clause which gives
more infermation about the moun. They contain a verb and
usually o relative pronoun. (eg The boy who worked
extremely hard, achieved high marks in the test)

+ I canassess the effectiveness of my own and athars' writing and suggest
possible improvements.

W . Grammar and Punctuation

Cohesion: We need to use words to help build the links
between different parts of a paragraph or the text as a whole
(e.g. Furthermore... Many years later. On the other hand..).

I can select ambitious vocabulary and well-chosen similes and metaphars tc
intenest and engage the reader.

= I canuse cemmas, brackets and dashes for paremthesis o.g. The ginl who was
wsually 5o timid, merched confidantly oata the stage

+ I canusc o colon to introduce a list and punctuate ballst points consistently.

» I canuse semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark bourdarics botwesn
independent clauses eg. It roimning: T fed up,

+ I can use hyphens to avaid confusion og. The man soting shark werses the man-
cating shark

# I canusc voried and expanded noun phrases o5 _The diapigered shed ar the

Bottom of the gorden is in desperate need of repair.

v T canuse modal verbs (£.g. should, will, might) and adverbs (g couriousiy)

+ I canusc the passive verb form c.g. The windew was brakan by the boy.

Parenthesiz is o part of the sentence which contains extra
detail which is not essential to the meaning of that senfence.
Commas, brackets and doshes are often used to mark this
part of the sentence.

Rome, which s a very beautitul city. is visited by millions of
tourists each year. (commas to mark parenthesis)

Rome (o very beautitul city) is wisited by miflions of fourists
each year: (brackets fo mark parenthesis)

Rome - a very beautiful city - is visited by millions of fourists
each year: (dashes to mark parenthesis)

March 11, 2026
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What can parents/ carers do 1o help?

| Ensure you child reads regu[arlgl
2. Talk to your child and complete the weekly Talk Task activity.

3. An,g activities which help them to develop their fine motor skills e.q. do'mg
up their own buttons, p[agdoh, dmwi,ng, painting, using scissors, sewing.

L. Ensure they complete the weekly spelling home learning.

5). Encoumge them to write for a real pur-pose with a real audience - we
want children to be motivated to write and to see it as important.

6. Help them to check their work makes sense and is punctuated correctly.

17
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Keep screen time
(laptops, tablets, mobile
phones) to a minimum!

(Yes, we know that's hardl)

March 11, 2026
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