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Writing Open Morning (Years | - 3)

. How do we teach writing at
school?

2. How can parents/ carers support
children at home?

3 \/\/atchtng a writing activity in
your- child's classroom.
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Leammg to write is hard|

Handwriting

Spelling

Punctuation

Grammar

Knowledge of genre (Purpose/Audience/
Text Type)

* Vocabulary

e Sentence structure

e Coming up with ideas o what they want
to write about!
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=
Author’s Purpose

NON-fICHion text ypes...

&

Tont Type

Generute ldeas + Plan

adverb apostrophe clause
determiner fronted adverbial
modal verb noun phrase prefix
pronoun root
word sentence subjunctive
suffix superlative tense verb

Punctuation

7e9 1

Select the
Correct Spelling

A. Aplle @
B. Aple ©

c. Apple ©

Edit and Improve
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How do we teach writing at school?

* Daily English lessons based on a key text/ genre which includes a short
GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spellmg) ‘starter activity.

o Weekly handwriting lessons with daily practice.
* Weekly spelling focus (linked to phonics in Years | and 2).

° Opportumtws to write across the curriculum e.qg. erthg instructions in
DT, writing a report in science.
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Curriculum

area of the school website —

_—

Year 2 English Curriculum Map

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 1 2
Text The Lonely Beast by Grace & Family by The Dark by The Princess and Zeraffa Giraffa by The Magic Finger
Chris Judge Mary Hoffman Lemony Snicket the White Bear Dianne Hofmeyr by Roald Dahl
F (3 weeks) (4 weeks) - (3 weeks) King by Tanya Robyn (3 weeks) (3 weeks)
I Batt and Nicoletta
c Links to History 'Great Links to Geography Ceccoli
T Explorers' "Hot and Cold Places’ (4 weeks)
I
o Suggested Wirite own version of the A book of Grace's Rewrite the story Wirite a given part | Retell the story from | Short sequel telling
N narrative Beast's journey to a story fo be sent to from the Dark's of the story (make a | a chosen character’s the Coopers’ story
writing different setting her younger siblings point of view class book) point of view
outcome
Genre Instructional Texts Mon-chronolegical Letters Non-chronological Explanation texts Recounts
N (2 weeks) Reports (2 weeks) Reports (2 weeks) (2 weeks)
o (3 weeks) (2 weeks)
N
Cross- DT - 'Healthy Sandwiches' | Geography- 'Hot and Citizenship Week Geography - "Japan’ Science - 'Plants’ History/Geography/
F curricular Cold Places’ Seaside Trip
I link
c
T Text The Disgusting dwich Pengui 10 Things I Can I live in Tokyo by Plants (Amazing The Secret of
I (ron- by Gareth Edwards by Emily Bone Do to Help My Mari Takabayashi Science) by Sally Black Rock by Joe
o fiction/ World by Melanie Hewitt Todd-Stanton
N fiction Walsh
stimulus)
The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems - Silly Verse for Kids - Spike Milligan Poems to Perform - edited by Donaldson
POETRY edited by June Crebbin (1 week) (2 weeks)
(2 weeks)
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Purpose

Why am | writing?
What do | want to achieve?’

Author’s Purpose

The author has written the text to:

Persuade

Did the author change your point of view of something?
Did the author make you think/believe something?

Inform

Did the author teach you something new?
Did the author give you facts?

Entertain

Did the author entertain you by making you laugh?
Did the author enjoy the story?

March 09, 2026
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Audience

Who am | writing for?

How do | need to change
my writing to match my

audience?’

Know Your Audience

Who are they?
+How old are they?
+What is their background?

+What is their education?

What do they recognise?

+ Wil they recognise
references to popular music,
films, theatre, politics?

«How will you make
your points easy for
them to relate to?

What sort of language do
they use?
+ Do they use slang?

+ Do they use sophisticated
language?

+ Do they prefer a formal
or informal style?

+ Do they understand technical
language or jargon?

What's the point?

*How can you ensure they
find your points credible?

«How can you ensure they
find your points interesting?
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Recount
Chronological retelling of
events

[nstructions

Sequenced instructions O" O" O"

Text Tuype
What text type should | use?

Does it match the purpose and Descrption o e ething %::
audience? I D-0-

explanation

Persuasion =

Dpini.ﬂ-n or argument =
=

Discussion

Reasoned argument

**n
» 3
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The writing process

Familiarisation with
the genre/text type *

L.
Capturing ideas
Oral rehearsal

m

demonstration

L

Teacher scribing
Supported writing
Guided writing

Independent writing
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Han,dwr'tti,ng

I~
Getting ready to write

{ Are you sitting s
: comfortobly with : 38
i both feeton the :

Sivons kS < ascender——

I x-height

—— descender

We begin teaching 'J’oi,ned handwri,tmg' in Year 2.
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Year 1

Handwriting
Pupils should be taught to:

* it correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

¢ begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and
finishing in the right place

o form capital letters

o form digits 0-9

* understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters
that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these.

11
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Year 2

Handwriting
Pupils should be taught to:

e form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another

* start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join
letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another,
are best left unjoined

* write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and
relationship to one another and to lower-case letters

¢ use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters

12
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Handwriting

Pupils should be taught to:

» use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters
and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left
unjoined

* increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for
example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and
equidistant, and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the
ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]

March 09, 2026
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Common issues with handerthg to be aware of:

* |ncorrect pencL[ grip.
o Letters formed anorrectlg.

* Whriting not sitting on line. scender——
o Ascenders/ capital letters too short or x-height | V| [J1) j';}-'height
letters too tall. ————descender

* Letters not joined correctly.

o | etter spacing inconsistent (or non-existent!)
* Pressure (too hard will tire them out!)

* Poor fine and gross motor skills/muscle tone



Writing Open Morning Years 1 - 3 March 2026.notebook

Weekly Pho nics/ Spelling Activities

* Children will be provided with a list of word to learn
every Monday.

* During the course of the week children should learn
these words by applying the ook, Say, Write, Cover:
Check’ approach in their spelling books.

* They will be tested on them in class on a Friday.

March 09, 2026
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Writing Checklist for Year 2

I can accurately spell the Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
high frequency words and common-exception words.

GPS Checklist for Year 2

I can explain and identify the following terms:

I can use spelling rules to help me spell words correctly.

I can use a dictionary to check my spellings.

I can select the correct homophone.

o |00 |0

I can add suffixes to words. (Eg _menr, _ness, _ful _less, _fy)

My lower-case letters are of the same size.

Types of sentences:

Statement (T /ike cake.)

Question (Do you like cake?)

Command (Put the cake in the oven.)
Exclamation (What a beautiful cake that isf)

I control in my use of ascenders and descenders

I am beginning to join letters.

My capital letters are of the correct size.

My finger spaces are consistent.

Ci ition

P

I can plan what I am going to write.

Types of words:

Noun (@ naming word e.g. pen, book, Mr Woods)

Verb (a doing word e.g. skip, running, shouted)

Adjective (a describing word e.q. beautiful, yellow, large)
Adverb (a word which describes the verb eg. He shouted
Joudly.)

My sentences make sense when I read them back.

Singular (tree) and Plural (trees)

I can use a variety of vocabulary to add interest.

Compound words (playground, icecream)

I can use expanded noun phrases.
(Eg._The enormous, green beanstalk)

Expcmde.d noun phruse.s. (e.g. The enormous, green beanstalk)

I can use a range of openers for beginning sentences.
(Eg. First, Then Next After,

Conjunctions for Coordination (and, or but)

Conjunctions for Subordination (because, if, that, when)

I can use conjunctions to extend my sentences.
(and, or, but, so, because, if. when, that)

I can organise my writing into paragraphs.

I can check my work carefully and make improvements,

LEELRENE L

Tenses:
Past tense (I walked to the shop.)
Present tense (I walk to school/I am walking to school)

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation

All my sentences begin with a capital letter.

All my sentences end with punctuation. (31

I can use apostrophes for contraction. @ its hasn't)

I can use apostrophes for possession. (&g The boys, My mum's)

I can use capital letters for names of people, places, days
of the week and months of the year.

I can write consistently in the correct tense.

I can use statements, questions, commands and
exclamations.

Punctuation:

Capital Letter

Full Stop (.)

Question Mark (?)

Exclamation Mark (1)

Comma (,)

Apostrophe for possession (Eg. The boy's)
Apostrophe for contraction. (Eg. didn't)

Suffix (the end of a word e.g. walk + ed = walked)

March 09, 2026
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What can parents/ carers do 1o help?

| Ensure you child reads regu[arlgl
2. Talk to your child and complete the weekly Talk Task activity.

3. An,g activities which help them to develop their fine motor skills e.q. domg
up their own buttons, p[agdoh, dmwi,ng, painting, using scissors, sewing.

L. Ensure they complete the weekly spelling home learning.

5). Encoumge them to write for a real pur-pose with a real audience - we
want children to be motivated to write and to see it as important.

6. Help them to check their work makes sense and is punctuated correctly.

17
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Keep screen time
([aptops, tablets, mobile
phones) to a minimum!

(Yes, we know that's hardl)

March 09, 2026
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